NSC review(s) completed. I fC - ^ 

Apg0i|^rW0r^e|;e^se 2003/08/18 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800050029-0 

January 30, 1961 


THE WHITE nr j s E 

<fj A ^ ■- : o 


D«tr Mt*. Dulles: 

I thdUghf: you might be interested in my conversation of today 
with MikJiail R, Sagalelyan, the TASS correspondent, We spent 
15 minutes together in my office at his request. 

Firstt Mr, Sagalelyaj, warned to host a luncheon in jny honor alonp 
wsM-. the correspondents for PRAVDA and IZ’JESTIA. i agreed to 
join them for luncheon on Thursday, February 9th. 

Further, he wanted to tell me that during the two months before the 
advent of President Kennedy, he had personally suppressed stories 
which he thought would be harmful to American-USSR relations. 

He stfld he had personally undertaken thi.s because he felt keenly 
about !hh bettermenl of these relations. He also volunteered to 
'’cobpitdte” with this office in an effort to bring about the better- 
rdfefll of these relations. 


His "guees" is that there Is a 50-50 chance that Khrushchev would 
come to the United Nations, Me said it was merely a guess Since 
Attibassador Menshikov did not tell "them" these things, 


Me llieh said that there were several minor irritations which the 
j Stn tfi prCa? wefc experiencing here but thought they could be re- 

j BOlvedt Por example: Yury Barsukov (IZV^ESTIA correspondent) 

.>!uf he had not had a visa since August, He said their ilsa* were 
pulled littcfe they refused to be fingerprinted. He refused to be 
X fingerprinted since American correspondents to Russia were not; 
i it was ft matter of principle since only "crooks and prostitutes" 
i| . in Russlft were fingerprinted. 

i ' • 
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